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I. Public Meeting Summary 
 

A. Project Information 
Highway: Interstate-94 and Sunset Drive Interchange (Exit 152)  
District: Bismarck 
Limits:  Sunset Drive Interchange (Exit 152)    
 
 

Figure 1 – Project Location Map 
 

 
 
B. Meeting Details 
 
Public Input Meeting #1 (Cancelled & Rescheduled) 
City, State:    Bismarck, North Dakota   
Facility:    Mandan Middle School Cafeteria 
Date and Time:   April 6th, 2023    
Meeting Format Used:  Open House 
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Public Input Meeting #1 
City, State:    Bismarck, North Dakota   
Facility:    Mandan Middle School Cafeteria and Virtual Online Input Meeting 
Date and Time:   In Person - April 20th, 2023, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
    Virtual – April 20th, 2023, 12:00 a.m. to May 5th, 2023, 11:59 p.m. 
  
Meeting Format Used:  Open House and Virtual 
 

The Public input meeting was held to present four viable proposed 
build alternatives for the I-94 Interchange at Sunset Drive (Exit 
152). The public had the opportunity to provide input and 
comments on the proposed project. 
 
The meeting was advertised through a Legal Display 
Advertisement published in the Bismarck tribune on March 14th, 
2023 and the Mandan News on March 17th, 2023. The public input 
meeting was rescheduled from April 6th, 2023, to April 20th, 2023. 
The meeting was then advertised through a Legal Display 
Advertisement published in the Bismarck Tribune on March 27th, 
2023 and the Mandan News on March, 31st 2023. The Legal 
Display Advertisement, Affidavit of Publication and Press Release 
can be found in Appendix A- Notifications.  
 
The event was published on the NDDOT Public Events Calendar, 
the URL for the specific event was NDDOT – I-94 Interchange at 
Sunset Drive (Exit 152). Materials made available to the public 
included the pre-recorded presentation, Project Location Map, 
Information for Highway and Street Projects, Stormwater Poster 
and Stormwater Brochure. These Materials can be found in 
Appendix B - Handouts, Appendix C - Exhibits Presented, 
Appendix D-Presentation Slides and Appendix G- Presentation 
Transcript. 

 
Stakeholder Meeting 
City, State:    Bismarck, North Dakota   
Facility:    Mandan Middle School Cafeteria  
Date and Time:   April 20th, 2023, 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
    
Meeting Format Used:  Open House  
 

A in-person Stakeholder Meeting was held at the Mandan Middle 
School to present four viable proposed build alternatives for the 
Sunset Drive Interchange (Exit 152) through Mandan. The 
purpose of this meeting was to provide the area businesses and 
property owners adjacent to the interchange an opportunity to 
provide input, and to solicit written and verbal comments.  
  
The stakeholders were notified and invited through email 
invitation. A database of area businesses was compiled to ensure 
appropriate mailings. These materials can be found in Appendix A 
– Notifications. 

https://youtu.be/QvKJ7zlk350
https://youtu.be/QvKJ7zlk350
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C. Attendees 
 
Public Input Meeting  
An open house meeting was held April 20th, 2023. Approximately twenty people from the 
public were in attendance, seventeen of which signed the sign-in sheet. Representatives 
from Mead & Hunt Inc., and North Dakota NDDOT were in attendance to answer questions 
and discuss the project for the meeting. The April 20th Public Input meeting utilized an in-
person presentation, sign-in and comment survey.  
 
The Virtual Public Input Meeting Presentation was viewed 115 times over the course of the 
fifteen-day open comment period between April 20th, 2023, and May 5th, 2023.  
 
Stakeholder Meeting 
There were twenty-three attendees during the stakeholder meeting. Of the attendees, three 
representatives from the City of Mandan, one representative from Mandan Police 
Department, and two representatives from NDDOT were present during the meeting. There 
were four area business representatives present during meeting. 

   
D. Comments Received 
During the comment period at the Public Input Meeting, interested individuals and the area 
businesses were encouraged to provide NDDOT and Mead & Hunt Inc. with input. The 
Public Input Meeting generated eight comments in-person, four comments that were 
received on comment cards on the night of the meeting, eight comments through email, 
twelve comments through website and zero comments through mail. A summary of the 
comments and responses are provided in Table 1. Refer to Appendix F for full comments 
and responses resulting from the public input meeting.  

 
Table 1 – Summary of Comments/Responses 
 

Topic Comments Responses 
Preferred 
Alternatives 

- Alternative #1: 8 Responses 
- Alternative #2: 4 Responses 
- Alternative #3: 0 Responses 
- Alternative #4: 4 Responses 
- No - Build: 1 Response 

A decision document will be prepared to 
select which alternative(s) to proceed 
with based on received comments and 
responses 

Single Point 
Interchange 
Alternative #1 
Layout 

Residents generally prefer Single 
Point alternative #1 as they feel it is 
the least complex option. 

All intersections within the project area 
were evaluated and are expected to 
operate at a “LOS D” or better in the year 
2045. 

City of Mandan employees feel the 
Single Point interchange will set 
local community up for a successful 
future.  

See letter for City of Mandan dated  
May 5, 2023 

Resident concerned with safety of 
Mandan Middle School Students 
walking through roundabouts on 
commute home to save time. 
 

Safety is an important criterion for all 
forms of mobility through the interchange 
alternatives. No matter which alternative 
is chosen, a shared use path and a 
sidewalk will be constructed to get 



I-94 & Sunset Drive Interchange (Exit 152)  Page 4 
Project No. 1-094(231)152  PCN 23594 
May 2023  Public Involvement Report 

pedestrians and bicyclists from one side 
of Interstate 94 to the other. The trail is 
anticipated to be placed on the side of 
Sunset which minimizes the number of 
potential conflicts between motorized 
and non-motorized users (i.e. crossing 
on lower volume ramps) 

Resident feels the addition of the 
roundabouts will be confusing for 
younger drivers. 
 
 

There is always learning involved when 
new interchange configurations are 
introduced. The NDDOT and their 
partners would educate the traveling 
public on the use of the diverging 
diamond interchange. 

Partial 
Cloverleaf 
Interchange 
Alternative #2 

Resident feels Partial Cloverleaf 
Alternative # 2 is most like the 
interchanges residents already 
know and thus, easier to navigate. 
Also feels this would be most cost-
effective option.  

There is always learning involved when 
new interchange configurations are 
introduced. The NDDOT and their 
partners would educate the traveling 
public on the use of the other 
interchange types . 

Resident feels Partial Cloverleaf is 
best option without roundabout at 
Sunset and Old Red Trail due to the 
number of Semi-Trucks that pass 
through. 

All intersections within the project area 
were evaluated and are expected to 
operate at a “LOS D” or better in the year 
2045. 

Diverging 
Diamond 
Interchange 
Alternative #3 

Resident feels the Diverging 
Diamond Alternative #3 to be too 
confusing for drivers to navigate. 

There is always learning involved when 
new interchange configurations are 
introduced. The NDDOT and their 
partners would educate the traveling 
public on the use of the diverging 
diamond interchange. 

Diamond w/ 
Roundabouts 
Interchange 
Alternative #4 

Resident feels Diamond w/ 
Roundabouts Alternative #4 would 
allow for a better flow of traffic, most 
notably during off peak traffic hours.  

All intersections within the project area 
were evaluated and are expected to 
operate at a “LOS D” or better in the year 
2045. 

Resident feels Diamond W/ 
Roundabouts Alternative #4 will 
improve safety by reducing number 
of intersection conflict points.   

Resident concerned where snow will 
accumulate after plowing with 
roundabouts.  

Winter maintenance activities including 
drifting and snow removal are 
considerations with each interchange 
alternative 

Business 
Impacts 

Owner of Bennigan’s concerned 
with construction timeline and 
access to businesses during 
construction.  

Traffic Control will be developed to 
maintain traffic and access throughout 
construction. Project will continue to 
share timelines and staging impacts with 
residents and businesses throughout the 
project development process.  

Roundabout vs 
Traffic Sign 

Resident feels the addition of the 
roundabouts would be most cost-

Lower maintenance is one benefit of a 
roundabout, however, there are also 
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Maintenance effective long term as there would 
be less maintenance and less 
energy used on traffic signs. 

benefit that signals provide over 
roundabouts.  

Resident prefers roundabouts to 
traffic lights as traffic lights and stop 
signs are currently not good at traffic 
control or slowing down traffic in the 
area.  

All intersections within the project area 
were evaluated and are expected to 
operate at a “LOS D” or better in the year 
2045. 

Snow Removal 
& Drifting 

City of Mandan employees request 
proactive research on the use of 
living snow fences or tree rows to 
mitigate snow drifting.  Winter maintenance activities including 

drifting and snow removal are 
considerations with each interchange 
alternative 

Residents concerned if climate and 
snow removal was accounted for 
when designing alternatives. 

Costs and 
Funding 

Resident questions what percentage 
of funding will come from local 
versus federal and state. 

Funding is anticipated to follow a 90% 
Federal/10% State. Local participation 
may be required on select elements of 
the project (landscaping, etc.).  

Residents concerned with costs of 
continual road replacements and 
other street improvement projects. 
City of Mandan employees request 
NDDOT and FHWA consider cost 
sharing outside of FHWA ROW.  

Construction 
Timelines Residents concerned with NDDOT 

track record of rescheduling and 
stalling projects in the area. 

The project is currently scheduled for 
2026 and is anticipated to require multi-
year construction to complete the 
construction.  

Mayor of Mandan suggests 
construction of new I-94 Interchange 
at 56th Ave W or 30th Ave W would 
better serve the needs of City of 
Mandan opposed to the proposed 
project.  

A new interchange is outside the scope 
of this project. 

Left Turn out of 
Sunset Drive 
onto Old Red 
Trail 

Resident concerned with safety of 
left-hand from Southbound Sunset 
Drive onto Eastbound Old Red Trail 
as it is difficult to see oncoming 
traffic. Feels stoplight with green 
arrow for turning left is necessary for 
safety of drivers.  

Phasing for the signal systems will be 
updated based on operational needs. 
Additionally, roundabouts have been 
evaluated at this location which would 
reduce speeds and eliminate the conflict 
as noted. The proposed intersections are 
evaluated for sight lines and safety 
through the intersection. 

Future Growth 
and 
Development 

Residents question if these 
interchange alternatives can handle 
a higher traffic volume than Mandan 
is likely to experience.  

Growth projection based on growth 
projections in the LRTP models from the 
Bis-Man MPO and approved plans from 
the City of Mandan. 

City of Mandan Employee questions 
if these types of interchanges work 
in other major metropolitan area 

Though some alternatives (i.e. DDI) are 
new to Mandan, the alternatives have 
been successful in alleviating congestion 
and increasing mobility across the 
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nation.  

City of Mandan Employee 
expresses concern with limited 
recognition of traffic impacts from 
the west of Baymont, including 
industrial, commercial, and multiple 
residential developments.  

Growth projection based on growth 
projections in the LRTP models from the 
Bis-Man MPO and approved plans from 
the City of Mandan.  

Resident concerned intersection at 
Old Red Trail and Sunset Drive was 
being under designed for future 
growth to the west. 

 
Modal project are based off the 2045 
MPO LRTP constrained plan. As a 
sensitivity analysis, a model was 
developed to evaluate the implication of 
a new interchange at 56th street near the 
forecast year to evaluate the effects on 
each alternative with a new interchange 
to support growth in West Mandan.   

Resident 
Suggestions 

Resident suggestion to tie in the EB 
off ramp to Boundary Street directly.  

The challenge with this option will be that 
it would lead to increased traffic on 
boundary street and require a more 
significant intersection improvement at 
Boundary Street with impact to several 
business in the SW quadrant.  

Resident feels all options are not 
viable for location. References I-49 
and E155th Street (Exit 176) in 
Missouri as good option. 

This alternative proposed is unique and 
relatively new with only 2 locations 
identified across the nation. The 
challenges with this alternative will be the 
crossing conflict between the northbound 
and southbound movements in the future 
year, which would likely lead to large 
queues in the forecast year.  
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Appendix A 
Notifications 

(Affidavit of Publication, Press Release with email distribution from 
Communications Division, and Legal Display Advertisement) 
 
*If SOV #8 was sent out, the distribution email should be included as 
well with the email distribution list from Communications Division. 
 
*If letters were mailed out to notify homeowners or businesses of the 
meeting, please include a copy of the letter with any of the 
attachments mailed out and the SOV list. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 



 

Appendix B 
Handouts 

 

(After the Storm, Information for Highway and Street Projects, 
Comment Cards) 

 



 

 
 



 

 
  

 



 



 



 

 
 



 

Appendix C 
Exhibits Presented 

 
(Stormwater and the Construction Industry)  



 

 



 

Appendix D 
Presentation Slides 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix E 
Roster 

 
(SFN 60149 NDDOT Title VI Public Participation Survey is not to be 
included in the Public Involvement Report) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Appendix F 
Comments and Responses 

(Also include in the final document the original comment cards that 
were received as well as any emails. If figures or attachments were 
included with the cards or emails those also need to be included.) 
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Appendix G 
Transcript/Video Script 
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