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Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin

PO Box 80499 « Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208
Phone : (414) 933-0064

Ocrober 7, 2622

Fatth Hall

Granr Lead, Reconnectng Commurnnes Pilot Program
U5 Deparment of Transportation

1200 MNew Jersey Ave, SE

Washingron, DC 20590

RE: Letter of Support for the 2022 RCP Progmm: Reconnecting Milwaukee — Reimugining WIS 175 Feasibility Study,
(Mibwaukee, W)

Dear Faith Hall:

Tam wanng wn support of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation’s (WisDOT) appbeation for funding theough the United
Staies Department of Transporation’s (USDO'T) Reconnecting Commumitice Pidor (RCP) Discretionary Grant Program. The
RCP funding would fachtate the Reconnecting Milwankee — Retmagining WIS 175 Feasibility Study to evaluate opnons for
recommection of communites m the Ciry of Milwaukee that are currently divided by the 1. 5-mile atzerch of WIS 173 from
Wiscansin Avenue 1o Lishon Avenue. The highway has a substannal impact on the 19 surrounding netghborhoods and the neardy
31,00 residents locared wathin one mile of the project corndar.

The project aligns to the Biden-Harns Administraton’s policies and priontes as well as o USDOT s strategic goals {or the RCP
program by reconnecting communines divided by transportanon infrastructure, The study will focus on safety, economic strength,
equiry, climate and sustainabality, transformation, and organtations] excellence and 15 seeking funds o condocr communiry-
supposted planming acovities. The project will support and engape economically disadvanraged and mradinonally underserved
communitics to mcrease affordable; accessthle, and mulnomodal access 1o daly destinanons.

WIS 175 is a remmant of a laper freeway plin that never fully matetialized. Tt posés safety and operational issues through high
crash rates and pesk hour delays; mohility 1ssues for local tmafiic, hicycles, pedestrians; and creates & barder o buziness
connectivity and other everyday destnations. The stdy is a parmesship berween vadous agencies and advocacy groups to farther
evahmte, ncorpomic comprehensive engagement inpur, and create mnovative alternanves, The study will blend the needs of all
parties and modes of rransparmnon, and to develop a land wse srrategy thar spurs economic development of the region:

We commend USDOT for recogninng the aced to reconncct communities by retmagining transportation facilines, WisDOT,
Mibwaukee County, City of Milwaukee snd mulnple stakcholders are aware and supportive of one unother’s apphications. Funding
these proposals would make an even greater impact towards removing physical and socoeconomic barners,

1 suppart Wis[2OTs applicanon for the funding of Reconnecnng Milwaukees — Retmagning WIS 173 Feasibility Study and look
forward 1o the mfrastructure mvestment in our région through the Bipartisan Infrstructure Law, Plesse give this 2022 RCP

funding proposal your full consideranon
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